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Most of the oomycetes produce two distinct types of spores. The main dispersive spores are asexual, self-
motile spores called zoospores, which are capable of chemotaxis (movement toward or away from a
chemical signal, such as those released by potential food sources) in surface water (including precipitation
on plant surfaces). A few oomycetes produce aerial asexual spores that are distributed by wind. They also

produce sexual spores, called oospores, that are translucent, double-walled, spherical structures used to
survive adverse environmental conditions.
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